
Village of Hammondsport 
Planning Board Public Hearing, Special Meeting 

July 10th 2011 
 

 

 

Board members present: John Ridge, Paul Albee, Lucy Knapp 
 

Also present:  Twenty-two members of the community, see attached. 
 

Chairman Ridge opened the public hearing at 7:04 PM #2011-27 
 

Application # 2011-27 
Opera House 3rd & 4th floor, James Keena 

Site Plan Review, Special Use Permit, Cultural Facility 
Per code 122-12 

 
Comments:  

 
Jennifer Harpending, Corning NY 

Wonderful idea but would like  information on engineering reports. 
This is an older building concerned with septic system, ADA, is fire 

code met, does applicant have a C/O. Was under the impression that 

the comprehensive plan would like to see parking in the alley. How is 
all this being handled? Usually permits are done before a project 

starts. This is not a normal process. 
 

Chairman Ridge read a letter from Terry Debuck, Code/watershed 
officer, stating that the code review is not complete. Planning board is 

unclear on what Terry Debuck, Code/watershed officer needs. 
 

James Keena stated that Terry Debuck, Code/watershed officer, has 
this information. 

 
Brett Llewellen, 45 Shethar, Hammondsport 

Thinks this is a good plan and a good draw for people to come into the 
Village. Project should move forward as there are no buildings up to 

code because of age. Feels the Code/watershed officer; as well as 

zoning officer needs to attend meetings. Most towns are looking for 
investors. Feels that if James Keena did not do this project it would not 

have been done. 
 

 
 



Linda Carl, 13 Shethar, Hammondsport 

This is an important meeting that the Code/watershed officer; as well 
as zoning officer needs to attend. Also there needs to be a full board 

present. Would like to thank the board for their service. 
 

Pat French, 58 Main St. Hammondsport 
Did not realize that this as been taking over a year to complete. Is this 

a normal time frame? 
 

Cindy Tallo, Hammondsport 
When they started this planning process was not as rigorous. Culteral 

Facility is an allowable use.  
  

James Keena, (applicant) 
I have purchased and improved at least seven buildings. My intentions 

are to do things right, I cannot help but feel aggravated. 

 
Bill Bartz, William Street, Hammondsport 

Is in favor of this project. 
 

Chairman Ridge read a letter sent 6/28/2011 in favor of the project 
from the Leonbergers. 

 
Public comments closed at 7:42PM for Application # 2011-27 

 
Chairman Ridge opened the public hearing at 7:45 PM #2011-28 

 
Application # 2011-28 

Boarding House, Richard Orman 
Master,Concept,Special Use 

 
Comments: 

 

Richard Orman,applicant 
Explained the background of his project. 

 
Mike Keefer, Attorney for Richard Orman 

My client has a valid building permit as well as C/O. Supplied photos of 
his client’s property as well as neighbors. Stamped as received.  

 
Sandra Curtis, Neighbor 

This proposal has impacted her life for years and is not in favor of it 
proceeding. Supplied Board with a letter that was read at meeting. 

Stamped as received. 



 

Chairman Ridge read a letter dated 6/28/2011 sent in favor of the 
project from the Leonbergers. 

 
Chairman Ridge read a letter from dated 7/6/2011 from Sandra 

Curtis’s attorney. 
 

John Webster, Hammondsport 
Speaking for his mother that she is in favor of the project. 

 
Ed Gaio, 16 Shethar, Hammondsport 

No objection to application. 
 

 
Public comments closed at 8:28PM for Application # 2011-28 

 

Special Meeting opened at 8:30PM 
Application #2011-27 

 
Board discussed letter from Village attorney wanting to know if the 

board feels qualified to make a decision based on information on hand 
and “feels that it is within their rights to hire an engineer, at the 

applicants expense, to review the master application and supporting 
documentation to verify the information presented by the applicant.” 

Letter from attorney Reed stamped and submitted to file. 
 

On motion of John Ridge to ask Village Board to hire an independent 
Engineering firm, to review the master application and supporting 

documentation to verify the information presented by the applicant. 
For application #2011-27 

Roll call: 

Paul Albee aye 
Lucy Knapp aye 

John Ridge aye 
 

Applicant James Keena said that he would not pay for this study. 
Noted in notes. 

 
Chairman Ridge read letter from Bill Kocher that he will resign from 

the planning board effective at the end of July. 
 

On motion on Lucy Knapp and seconded by Paul Albee and carried all 
voting aye to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 PM 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 


