
Village of Hammondsport                         
August 9, 2016   DRAFT       
Meeting Minutes 
 
The Village of Hammondsport Board of Trustees held its regular monthly board meeting on 
Tuesday August 9, 2016 at 6:00 p.m., 18 Water Street, Hammondsport, NY.   
 
PRESENT: Mayor Emery L. Cummings, Jr. 

Trustee Anne Green 
  Trustee Stella Pulver 
  Trustee Bee Keck 
  Trustee David Luppino 
  Clerk-Treasurer Lela Martuscello 
  DPW Superintendent Ray Hawley 
  Water Superintendent Chris McConnell 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Debra A. Robbins, Suzanne Bresser, John Jensen, Cindy Tallo, Jim Keena, 
Lorraine Manelis, Patricia Comstock, Terry Bretherton, Linda Carl, Ron Leonard, and Michael 
Hanna, County Legislator. 
 
Mayor Cummings welcomed Mike Hanna, Steuben County Legislator.  Mr. Hanna distributed an 
Action Plan to Support Economic Development for Steuben County.  He also informed the 
Village of pending legislation that would require that all garbage in Steuben County must go to 
the Steuben Count Landfill.  Currently the garbage hauler for the Village takes the garbage and 
recycling to Ontario County. The Village garbage contract is up this year. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Mayor Cummings opened the Public Hearing for the renewal of the cable television franchise 
agreement by and between the Village of Hammondsport and Time Warner Cable at 6:05 p.m. 
Mayor asked for questions from the public and Trustees.   
With no comments or questions, Trustee Pulver made a motion seconded by Trustee Green to 
close the Public Hearing at 6:07 p.m. 
 
BUSINESS MEETING 
 
Minutes:  On motion of Trustee Green and seconded by Trustee Keck and carried, all voting Aye 
to approve the July 12, 2016 meeting minutes and the July 26, 2016 meeting minutes with 
corrections. 
 
Abstract:  On motion of Trustee Green and seconded by Trustee Pulver and carried, all voting 
Aye, RESOLVED, that the Clerk-Treasurer is hereby authorized to pay General Fund Abstract #6, 
claim #163-187 totaling $19,936.04 and Water Fund Abstract #6 claim #60-74 totaling 
$12,817.07. 
 



Department Reports 
 
Police:  Police Sergeant Sincerbox submitted a written report of the Police Department for July 
2016.  Activities included 31 calls for service, 3 criminal complaints, 1 criminal complaint closed, 
1 traffic stop, 0 warnings issued, 1 traffic ticket issued, and 25 parking tickets issued, 1 motor 
vehicle accident. 
 
DPW/Water: Street Department activities for July were brush pickup, striped streets, mowed 
parks and roadsides, fixed signs, worked on sprinklers, trimmed trees, repairs at beach, 
repaired sidewalks, bear removal, fixed fence at Grape Street Park, cleaned catch basins. 
 
Activities for Water Department for July were pump house maintenance, cleaned filter, 
residuals, samples, meter repairs, UFPO, turned valves, repaired cl2 leak at pump house, 
replaced fluoride pump, replaced effluent valve at pump house, drained and inspected on site 
tank. 
 
Clerk’s Office:  Clerk Martuscello submitted a written report of the Clerk’s Office.  Activities 
included Time Warner Franchise Agreement, support letter to Congressman Reed regarding 
Glen Curtiss commemorative coin, info on Vending, and welcome letters. 
Marsha Watson, Director of the Taylor Memorial Library submitted a Special Event Open 
Container Application for a Fundraising Dinner at the Library.  Application needs board 
approval. 
Trustee Pulver made a motion seconded by Trustee Keck, RESOLVED, that the Village Board of 
Trustee does hereby approve the Special Event Open Container Application submitted by Taylor 
Memorial Library for a Fundraising event on Saturday September 24 from 5:30 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. at the Library, 21 William Street, Hammondsport. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Mayor Cummings – Aye 
   Trustee Pulver – Aye 
   Trustee Green – Aye 
   Trustee Keck – Aye 
   Trustee Luppino – Aye 
 
Clerk went over amendments to the village code regarding parking section 115 to make sure 
the wording was correct before being sent to General Code for publication. 
The board discussed eliminating a section of parking on Liberty Park.  The board asked DPW 
Superintendent to measure the section for the no parking and to have the description for the 
September meeting. 
 
Bushels and Barrels Festival:  A letter from the Village board must accompany the permit 
application to the NYS Liquor Authority for the wine and beer tasting for the Bushels and 
Barrels on the Square event in Pulteney Park. 
On motion of Trustee Keck and seconded by Trustee Luppino and carried all voting Aye, 
RESOLVED, that the Village Board of Trustees does hereby lift the ban from Section 32 of the 



Village Code prohibiting consumption and open containers of alcoholic beverages in Pulteney 
Park on October 1, 2016 for the Bushels and Barrels on the Square from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Mayor Cummings – Aye 
   Trustee Pulver – Aye 
   Trustee Luppino – Aye 
   Trustee Green – Aye 
   Trustee Keck – Aye 
 
The Clerk will be at the annual NYCOM Conference the week of September 12 and the board 
discussed either changing the meeting to the following Tuesday, September 20 or asking 
Tammie Flynn to take the minutes.  The board would prefer to keep the meeting on the 
scheduled date. 
 
Liaison Report:  Trustee Keck submitted a report of the meetings attended which included 
Bushels and Barrels Committee, Waterfront Revitalization, Town Board, Hammondsport Parks 
and Trails, Hammondsport Chamber of Commerce, and Village Planning Board. 
 
Parks:  Trustee Luppino reported that there were a few issues at Champlin Beach that were 
taken care of by the DPW.   
DPW Superintendent Hawley submitted a cost estimate for sidewalk work on Liberty and Mill 
Streets.  Trustee Luppino suggested that that the board write another letter of support to the 
Town of Urbana for the proposed bridge construction in Curtiss Park to connect Champlin 
Beach and the park to include the cost estimate of the sidewalk so the Town realizes that the 
Village is willing to commit funds to enhance the Village if the bridge is completed. 
 
Trustee Pulver made a motion seconded by Trustee Keck and carried, all voting Aye to authorize 
the Clerk to write a letter of support from the Village Board of Trustees for the bridge project in 
Curtiss Park to connect the park to Champlin Beach. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 5 – Aye  0 - Nay 
 
KWIC: Trustee Green reported on KWIC and KLOC meeting.  There is still an issue with Gate 2 
leaking.  There will be a meeting in August to begin to discuss the 2017 Budget.  
   
The Watershed and Building Inspector’s Reports noted as being received. No Zoning report 
received. 
 
Trustee Pulver made a motion seconded by Trustee Luppino and carried, all voting Aye to 
accept the Department Reports. 
 
Beautification Committee: No Report 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 



Time-Warner Franchise Agreement:  Trustee Green made a motion seconded by Trustee Pulver, 
RESOLVED,  
 An application has been duly made to the Board of the Village of Hammondsport, County of 
Steuben, New York, by TIME WARNER CABLE NORTHEAST LLC (“Time Warner”), a partnership 
organized under the laws of the State of New York doing business at 2604 Seneca Avenue, 
Niagara Falls, NY  14305, and holder of a cable television franchise in the Village of 
Hammondsport for the approval of an agreement to renew Time Warner’s cable television 
franchise for an additional ten (10) years.  The Franchise Renewal Agreement would bring the 
franchise into conformity with certain provisions of the Federal Cable Communications Policy 
Act of 1984, as amended and certain court rulings. 
A public hearing was held in the Village of Hammondsport on August 9, 2016 at 6:00 P.M. and 
notice of the hearing was published in the Corning Leader on July 22, 2016 and July 29, 2016. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of the Village of Hammondsport finds that: 
1. Time Warner has substantially complied with the material terms and conditions of its 
existing franchise and with applicable law; and 
 
2. The quality of the Time Warner service, including signal quality, response to customer 
complaints and billing practices has been in light of community needs; and  
3. Time Warner has the financial, legal and technical ability to provide these services, 
facilities and equipment as set forth in its proposal attached; and 
 
4. Time Warner can reasonably meet the future cable-related community needs and 
interests, taking into account the cost of meeting such needs and interests. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of the Village of Hammondsport hereby renews the 
cable television franchise of Time Warner in the Village of Hammondsport for ten (10) years 
commencing on the date of approval by the Public Service Commission. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of the Village of Hammondsport hereby confirms that 
this Franchise Renewal Agreement replaces the original franchise last amended on 07/07/05. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: Mayor Cummings – Aye 
   Trustee Pulver – Aye 
   Trustee Luppino – Aye 
   Trustee Green – Aye 
   Trustee Keck - Aye 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Town of Urbana depot cameras:  The Town of Urbana has placed cameras on the depot building 
and in Depot Park for surveillance of the boat launch, the docks, and the beach.  The Town 
would like to use the Village internet network to view the cameras at the Town Office and on 
various mobile devices.  The concern for the Village is that the Village internet could slow down 
from increased use.  This could make it difficult for the Village Clerk and Police Department to 
use the internet.   
Mayor Cummings will contact Town Supervisor John Webster to voice this concern and the 
Village Board agreed to allow the Town to use the Village network, however, if it causes the 



Village internet to slow down and make it difficult for the Clerk and Police Departments to use 
the internet when needed, other options will need to be looked into. 
 
Food Trucks:  Trustee Keck would like to see a moratorium placed on Food Trucks in the Village.  
After discussion, the Board decided to seek more information and place this on the agenda for 
the September 13 board meeting. 
 
Banner Applications:  On motion of Trustee Pulver and seconded by Trustee Keck and carried, 
all voting Aye to approve the Application to Hang a Banner submitted by Cameron Dunlap for 
the Glenn Curtiss Museum Seaplane Homecoming from September 5 to September 19. 
 
On motion of Trustee Green and seconded by Trustee Keck and carried, all voting Aye to 
approve the Application to Hang a Banner submitted by Patti Bandy for the Wine Country 
Classic Boat Show from July 9, 2017 to July 18, 2017. 
 
Park Use:  On motion of Trustee Pulver and seconded by Trustee Keck and carried, all voting 
Aye to approve the Application for Use of Public Park on September 11, 2016 for Liberty Park 
from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Recycling:  Trustee Keck would like to purchase another recycling container for bottles and cans 
for placement on Shethar Street near the entrance to Arts in the Alley.  The cost is 
approximately $87.00. 
 
Budget/Comprehensive Plan:  Trustee Luppino discussed updating the Village Comprehensive 
Plan.  The Clerk will look into using Design Connect a Cornell University student organization to 
assist in looking at the plan.  Design Connect has helped the Town of Urbana develop a plan for 
the Parks and Trails and they have assisted other municipalities with updating parts of their 
Comprehensive Plans.   
Trustee Luppino also brought up developing a budget plan for the next few years.  Trustee 
Pulver and Trustee Keck will meet with the Village Clerk Water Department and DPW to discuss 
developing a Capital Plan. 
 
Mayor Cummings presented to the board a draft proposal from Attorney Reed for a new zoning 
district in the village.  The proposed Local Law #2 of 2016 is for a Heritage Preservation District.  
This local law is only new text in the Village Zoning Code; there are no boundaries or properties 
proposed for this district at this time. 
The Village Board will look over this proposal and meet on Tuesday August 23, 2016 at 4:00 
p.m. to discuss further. 
 
Trustee Pulver made the board aware of a blue chair that has been in front of 5 Thorpe Avenue 
for a while.  The DPW will pick it up. She also asked why there is not a sign for Thorpe Avenue 
Extension.  There is not sign because it is not listed as an official street. 
 



Trustee Keck brought up to the board that this year is the 160 year anniversary of the 
incorporation of the Village of Hammondsport and suggested some sort of celebration.  The 
board is not interested this year; there was a celebration for the 150 year. 
 
Correspondence 
 
The board discussed a letter received from village resident Joan Mistretta, 22 Lake Street.  She 
feels her driveway is too narrow as a result of the street paving last summer.  She has difficulty 
getting in and out of her driveway.  The DPW will look into this and see what can be done to 
help the situation. 
 
Letter submitted by Debra Robbins and Edward Lancer opposing the rezoning of the Curtiss 
School property from MDR to B1. It will be added to the Rezoning Application file. 
 
PUBLIC 
 
Ron Leonard owner of the Lakeside Inn told the board that he may be closing his boat launch to 
the public after the 2017 summer season.   
 
With no further business, Trustee Green made a motion seconded by Trustee Pulver to adjourn 
the meeting at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,    
 
 
Lela Martuscello, Clerk-Treasurer 


